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Tus words which we have gelected as the bazia of 
our discussion on this solemn. occasion, inculcate an 
unportant and well-established fact in the history of 
4 ny Se They must not, however, be inter- 
preted too literally, as is evident from. the life of the 
very individual who penned them. Solomon himself, 
though early taught « the way in which he should go,” 
when he became old, did certainly and most grievously 
depart from it. The fact inculcated by our text is not 
a law of inert, physical nature, resulting. solely from 
the 0 and resistless agency of the Creator 
upon unintelligent matter, and therefore always inva- 
riably the same, It is true the planetary orbs, though 
some of them occupy years in completing their revo- 
lution, reach their starting point without the variation 
of a single 8econd ; and though they speed their course 
millions of miles through the regions of space, devi- 
ate not an inch from their appointed track. But the 
law, or fact, spoken of in our text, Abe is. 
character, It refers to moral influence 
moral agents, on intelligent beings, whom. \for 
reasous of the greatest good, has dmemined. to 
stitute. and continue. voluntary agents through life 
And all experience. shows that the pe ent 
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means cannot be graduated-by pounds and ounces 
like the power of steam, nor measured by inches and 
miles like the revolutions of the heayenly orbs. Ac- 
cordingly religious education does not secure & reli- 
gious after-life with the same absolute certainty with 
which matter gravitates towards the greater mass, or 
the planetary bodies revolve around their centre. But 


the text expresses the - indisputable fact, which you 
have all seen exemplified in daily life, that {he incul- 


cation of religious truth on the pliant mind of 
youth, is naturally adapted to produce a salutary in- 
fluence ; and that, aided by divine grace, it generally 


secures the fidelity of its recipients in subsequent life. 
The truth of this doctrine is clearly seen in the 


life of individuals and in the history of the church. 
| we listen to the testimony of ecclesiastical 
historians on the great fidelity of the early Christians 
in instructing candidates for church privileges, when 
we hear them say that from six months to two years 
were spent in specific preparatory training, we need 
not wonder at their devotedness to the canse and their 
fidelity amid persecutions; bat must acknowledge the 
salntary influence of ample and careful religious in- 
struction even in later years, if it was not given in 
early life. In the middle ages religious instraction 
was mnech neglected. Although some edicts were 
passed in the earlier part of this period, 8nch as those 
of the synod of Maynz,in the reign of Charlemagne, 
encouraging parents to send their children to school, 
and exhorting parents themselves to learn the Apos- 
tles* creed, and the Lord's prayer, which, says the 
edict, every Chriatian ahould know ; and although this 
8ame century (the ninth) produced the first German 
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catechism, by Ottfried ; the religious instruction of the 
young participated largely, both as cause and effect, 
in the darkness of the dark ages. Yet even this  pe- 
riod presents a duplicate illustration of the doctrine of 
our text, in the degeneracy of the Romish church on 
the one hand, where religious education was neglected ; 
and on the other, in the 
prosperity of those memorable witnesses for the truth, 
the Waldenses, whose children were most carefully 
taught an elementary course of Christian instruction 
which is 8till extant, and for doctrinal purity ' and 
evangelical spirit more resembles a Protestant produc- 
Pp egoot vp ERIN Wig rt tniy, {1-1 
the twelfth, 

In the age of the bleszed Reforihatiin; that most 
interesting period since the days 'of the apostles, 
fraught with consequences not even yet fully deve- 
loped, more general attention was devoted to religious 
education. One of the principal means of perpetuat- 
ing that memorable ecclesiastical revolution, was the 
careful training of the rising generation in the unadu]- 
terated doctrines of the Bible. Luther: gave a new 
impulse to this cause by publishing two catechisms, 
one for children and the other for teachers: because, 
as he himself states, he found a moet lanwntable ig- 
norance among both, / during the visitation of the 
churches, undertaken by order of the Elector John. 
Calvin also prepared a catechism in French, and gub- 
high repute, though not adopted by his followers in 
England or in this country. And with what” fidelity 
in other couttries, and eapecinily the 'church in Scot- 
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land, laboured to train their children in the way they 
should go; is well known, 0911 ROq 22 
During the thirty years' war, whilst Protestants were 
Supporting a desperate and unequal struggle for ex- 
ce  against the encroachments of the Papists, in 
which e Ot pries out 
plains ' Latzen, a generation 
grew up whose education was neglected ; 
and their influence was felt in the prevalence of vice, 
in the Janguishing ﬆate of piety in the chureh, in the 
dead formality and imbittered contentions which shook 
the very ſoundations of Protestantizm. Spener, the 
father of the-modern revival of religion in Germany, 
also revived attention to this neglected subject in later 
times, and with his name may justly be associated 
those of Watts, Franke, Teller, Seidel, Loescher, and 
others. - In Short, the benign and blessed influence of 
religious education, even when imperfectly given, is 
always evident; but to no mode of instruction-can we 
appeal with more confidence for triumphant demon- 
strations of this truth, than to the short and simple, 
but at the same time the. rich and fruitful annals of 
the American Sunday-school Union, on whose behalf 
we are now This 8ystem has its peculiari- 
ties ; the age in which we live has its peculiarities ; 
we; are, in a national point of view, «a peculiar peo- 
plez” and as it would seem to be not an unapt theme, 
we purpoge on this occasion to exhibit - 1 0035; 61P 
Taz HAPPY ADAPTATION-OF THE SABBATH-$CHOOL 
SYSTEM” TO THE PECULIAR WANTS OF-OUR AGE AND 
COUNTRY. lo; ay 5; f rnd fe Moon $44 4 
tion. It created no new elements in the human soul, 
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and discovered none that were unknown before ; but, 
by a most felicitous combination of arrangements, it 
calls into full play the whole intellectual and moral 
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entire population, as employing also lay agency, and 
as beginning- with the earliest age. 
Beſors the era of  Sunday-echools, tho duty of rdli- 
gious instruction was supposed to appertain only to 
ministers, and, in some countries, also to the village 
schoolmaster; But since the happy conception of 
the immortal Raikes, the whole body of Christians 
may be literally « priests unto God,” the number of 
instructers can be multiplied to any desirable extent, 
and the purifying, elevating, saving knowledge of the 
truth: of God, be carried to every inmate of every 
hovel in the land. Indeed the felicitous tendency of 
this system to improve the public morals, to diminish 
the business of our criminal courts, to empty our jails 
and penitentiari”s, and to fill our churches, is a matter 
of statistical demonstration, and stands confessed by 
all, Let us e148; __ definite autre 
this tendeney. 

1. The Saddath-vehoo? ayviem is well adapted is 
correct the prevailing disregard of law and con- 
sHituted authorities, and thus to invigorate ae 
protective influence of our government. - 

The duties revuting fromthe nociat- conipact never 
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of the republic, are all the fruits of popular ignorance, 
and popular depravity, of recklessvess of duty, and 
disregard of constituted authorities, regulting from 
destitution of religious principle. Let, therefore, the 
tris patriot, let every friend of his country contribute 
his" influence and his aid: to- the cause of Sabbath- 
| they are established in every corner of 
our entire land, and until the whole mass of our rising 
population, and especially of emigrants, is brought 
within their control, and taught from divine authori- 
ty that * the powers that be are ordained of God, and 
whogoever registeth the power, resisteth'the ordinance 
of God? until they are tanght to pray for all that are 
in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness-and honesty ; taught to be afraid 
todo evil, because the civil ruler beareth not the 8word 
in-vain, but acts as the minister of that God who will 
hereafter himself become a terror to evil doers, eyen 
if they escape their merited punishment on earth ! 
AE Sabbath-schools tend to perpetuate the 8epara- 
tion between church and late, and turn it to the 
higheet advantage of apiritual religion. = 
This opinion may, -perhaps, appear singular, to 
those who-have gleaned all their knowledge on this 
$ubject from the unprincipled assertions of political 
demagogues ; but its truth will become evident upon 
a few moments' gerious examination of facts. Our 
blessed Saviour himself distinctly interdicted such a 
union. - To his disciples, who at first expected the 
Messiah to be a- temporal prince, he 8ays explicitly : 
is not of this world,” is not a teraporal 
ng. Hed tem hx kingdom: which he 
to establigh was not at-all- inconsistent with 
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tical offic ts cho met i th 
ho church, or 16 xercs any - pp Gags On the 
contrary, for eyery duty enjoined on: he 
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whom The idea, that the 

of a country who succeeds- to office by 
wary 4 WAY CHI Ws wag 
even for decent morality of character, should in any 
cones be-chebead of that people whe are to homme. 
rated from the world as a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works, and from whose midst every one-is to be 
ejected who violates the precepts of our holy religion, 
is too preposterous to need comment at the pregent 
day. And that such an officer, who is. 
without any ecclesiastical qualifications, should- be 
the 80urce of all ecclesiastical power to. others, and 
the judge of ecclesiastical qualifications in them, will 
be admitted by all to bale hen Es 
ment, an ecclesiastical absurdity. 
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ovty nvideation of 'aphions whichws- wich t0-per- 
petuate, is well urlerwod-by all who are acquainted 
with human nature.” pn 9 hm unen 


edits] incdidiig k Aghey jd whit. 2 Mighe-6: the 
imperial crown was expressly tanght on the ground 
of his having been called to the throne by God, in 
times of peculiar difficulty, and endowed for this 
Ppurpose with extraordinary civic and military talents. 
Such a 'catechigm was actually prepared. It was 

published in 1806, with the sanction of Caprara, the 
-pope's legate, and with the emperor's decree prefixed, 
ordering it to be introduced into all the churches : the 
frequency and extent of the emperor's wars, how- 
» -- *17 v6 hmweftrnedeny popes cuppayage Reva 
children. 
_ hs Subbith-erhoole have notnerely theatrainthge 
-of being the only method by which the entire rising 
-population of our country can be imbued with correct 
views on this subject; they have the farther recom- 
mendation of being taught, not by ministers, who, if 
-unprincipled men, might regard it as their private in- 
terest to inculcate different views, but by laymen 
theinselves, whose interest must always lie - on the 
ide 'of opposition to this union ; for it is from the 
body of the people, both Christians and others, that 
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yours in nearly alt thb nations of Europe; it never has 
been in a single instance, and never will be intro- 
duced by the: voice of the body of Christians. It 
was originally established by the unlimited power of 
one man, the Emperor Constantine, from reasons of 
ote policy; for, whatever may have boon the cubve- 


Hercules and Apollo. Christians had become too nu- 
merous in the empire to be either suppreased or despis- 
ed. They were moreover his most trusty and faithful 
subjects, Their religion was calculated to impress the 
same character on all who embraced it, and therefore 
its avowal by the court was wise and politic. The same 
considerations 8eem to have weighed, more or less, with 
Theodosius the first and second, with Theodoric and 
mus Sel AEERGs: 9A ARTIE A by additions) ens 
actments. 

los om: pelidiel domagagnes, ahmed Ronde 

' mass of Christians in our country, whose interest is 
entirely different, that we have most to fear. Do'we 

not, even now, find party leaders addrezing the pre- 

judices of particular denominations to gain their votes 
and enlist their influence ? These are the men who 
ogy "Bd doacats ber aan. cn er 
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experience of former ages of grievance from this 
Jy 99 POW 
to bow their necks. to the yoke, and re-establish that 
union now happily severed, -is 8carcely_ within the 
| bounds of credibility, especially when we. recollect 
the lesson taught by history, that power once granted 


to the many is never voluntarily returne«| to the few. 
© wg ae agar wle-pmaye 


church and 8tate, and encourage Sabbath-schools as 
the best means of perpetuating it, for additional rea- 
80ns. That union is an almost insuperable obstacle 
to the highest spiritual improvement of the church, 
and the speedy dissemination of the gospel over the 
earth. The situation of the minister who is 8upported 
by the state, and who may be dismissed at pleagure, 
is very unfavourable to the impartial and fearless in- 
culcation of the truth on those from whom he derives 
his daily bread. There is unavoidably an influence 
thrown around the dependent servant of Christ, which 
prevents him from fully applying the principles of 
Christianity to the maxims of civil government, and 
to the conduct of civil officers. But it was the design 
of the Saviour, that his religion should reach and 
mould the character of all men, of governors as well 
as-governed; and that it should purify and elevate 
and regulate all the relations and institutions of the 
human family, not only social and domestic, literary 
and scientific, but also civil and political. Christianity 
has effected much to purify the social and domestic 
- - men. , a ig $91 

the female sex from degradation and ty to refine- 
ment and influence ; she has mitigated the severity of 
the criminal code; she has banished 8vicide ; she has 


—_—— —_  -.——_—_—_—_—_—_. 


— 


controls the putse, the people can 


7 form of hitevan 'onffrivg 3 vat 


te as led too mach fr poi govemmn 
The dependehce of her ministers on political rulers 


be deer applying” 80 ms Get wo 


SER 


wal vary of 

piety and throws back the car of 
rely Doral bo rontdly nina WH 
predicted that when 


prevails 

into ploughshares and their spears into p 
and shall learn war no more. If the wars 7dr 
Christians are embroiled, were always waged with 


Some adjoining heathen nation, the latter” 


ra td avon of rv mar Wir | 
tians are under no restraint in dissenting frm the 
views of their rulers; they have no ob eongh 
that will be ancrificed, their only interest 


therefore, if the popular branch of _— 


the frequency of wars "but ina r« 
ment, like ours, where the people, th 
entatives, both declare and conduct wars, i 
of the people be deeply imbued by the 
Saviour, it is in the power of a single g 
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usher in millennial peace ! The practice of Christian 
wars, or rather let me ay antichristian war, by 80- 
called Christian nations, has been a melancholy impe- 
diment to the bloodless triumphs of the gospel among 
hs arm ld Listen to the reason assigned by tho 

IE is empire? | Hear it, O Christian 
dee fon wag 6 ” 8nid he, © wherever 
Christians gv, they whiten the -20il with human 
bones.” And a Turk, at Jerusalem, once 8aid to Mr. 
Wolff the missionary, who lately visited this country, 
« Why do you come to us ?” The missionary replied, 
« To- bring you peace.” *©« Peace,” replied the Turk, 
leading Mr. Wolff .to-a window, and pointing him to 
Mount Calvary, © there, upon the very spot where 


_ your Lord poured out his blood, the Mohammedlan is 


obliged to interſere to prevent Christians from shed- 
ding 'the' blood of each other!!” - O! if Christians 
had but acted out their principles as nations, and Chris- 
tianity, as she traversed the different countries, had 
put an end to wars and bloodshed, I verily believe 
the ' moral omnipotence of this single featnre would 
nn long Since ourſoes. the- heathen world of its 
| : would. have opened, not 
the | Chinese 96nd for the reception of the 
2 of peace, but als every heathen nation on the 
globe ; for it is, well known that even. the heathen 
e regard war as the greatest of evils; and for 
y Teag0n the heathen people would have wel- 

anity even where their rulers felt no 
"offi 
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lennial plans and millennial action. 

It isdimitted-that-in the halcyon'days of millengial 
triumph, the minor peculiarities of sect will be thrown 
into the background, and Christians meet on the broad 
platform of the Bible: that they will give prominence 
to the things in which they agree; that they will hus- 
band their resources by fraternal concert and co-ope- 
ration ; and that gigantic schemes will be 
for -the-converzion of the world, Now it must 
obvious to all that the dabbais.cabold amen of the 
American Sunday-school Union, if faithfully carried 
out, is happily adapted to answer all these indications. 
It makes the book of God the principal book of 
instruction. "The" Biblo was the grand ineirumont of 
the reformation of the sixteenth' centy 
doubtless, be equally blessed in acceler 
lennial reign. Hitherto, the Bible has not 
fully to bear on the character of the mass 
munity. It" is indeed Gb” pads hr oe 
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than practice. Whilst in countries, the 
Karen, with all ithabundtin, i the-dook of ivemas 
tion in all their i and 8tudied by all classes 
ry tn Ir are rarely. taught in our 


Scriptures. "The book of God: is not fairly brought 
into; contact with the nationa] mind, and we are not a 
nation in the 8ame degree in which Moham- 
medan.nations are nationsof Mohammedans! Christian 
institutions spend ten times as much time in thestudy 
of heathen authors, as of the book of books. Chris- 
tian; 8tudents are often more deeply imbued with the 
Pirit of heathenism than of Christianity, filled with 
more admiration for the military achievements of a 
| Cegar, -a Hannibal, or an Alexander, than for the 
Sublime, the forgiving spirit of the Prince of peace, 
in whose view those military heroes are little else than 
national murderers! - In short, there is but too much 
truth-in the charge that we profess one religion, and 
educate our youth in another. But , Sabbath-schools 

happily calcalated:to remedy the defect. In them 

Bible is the/chief book of instruction, it is taught 
by serious and religious persons ; it may be extended 
tothe youth of 'the whole nation, and cannot fail to 
exert a most. benign. influence on ns as a Christian 
people. If /Sabbath-schools were universilly intro- 


\Scriptures were taught in our common 
WA immoral and antichristian portions of the 


if our colleges and academies would ex- 
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classics, and introduce in their stead more extensive 
Study of the word of God, of its history, its archeolo- 
gy, its philology, its cardinal doctrines and duties, we 
doubt not that incalculable gain would accrue to the 
wg gx rr UAE ah 
ER ' raiged. . 3 6 . Rp$tz ” 
—— —  — — — 
we. agree are not only sufficient for salvation, but 
also for ecclesiastical acknowledgment and. fraternity. 
From the books which the American Sunday-school 
Union circulates are carefully excluded all topics of 
sectarian difference. The publication committee em- 
braces members of at least four Christian denomina- 
tions ; and every thing is excluded. to which. either 
member of the committee objects. The great -doc- 
trines of salvation are thus inscribed on almogt every 
page, and the minds of. youth are imbued/ not with 
ectarianism but with a species of Christianity that is | 
current in all denominations, that species of Christi- 
anity. oncoming which, Honoun boasted that it was 
«believed by the whole church, dispersed over all the 
Rats of opp pr page ee op e 
Again, Sabbath-schools conducted on the plan of 
the American Union will prepare the churches to 
avoid diszension. about minor differences, and to 
husband rn rhe er es 
schemes for the conversion of the world, « -_—_ 
Rips pf ven wy Wt <7 pe os 
0 engage in. execution. 8ameness of - 
principal books used, the monthly concert of Sabbath- 
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school teachers of different denominations, in our cities, 
and towns, and villages, and the occasional collection 
of the children of different schools for public-anniver- 
saries or other purposes, all tend to produce unity of 
Spirit among the future 80ldiers of the cross, all tend 
to. prepare them for cordial acknowledgment, and 
co-operation for advancing the cause of the Redeemer. 
Thus imbibing a spirit of nniversal love to the image 
of Christ wherever found, and cultivating an expand- 
ed sympathy for all the heathen world that is destitute 
of | that image, and - enveloped in superstition and 
wretchedness ; and imbibing their principles of duty 
immediately from the millennia] scale of the Bible, they 
will be trained up a et of labourers adapted for mil- 
lennial schemes and millennial action ! The Bible has 
always been a milleunial book, its standard of duty 
has always been a millennial standard; but, after the 
apostolic age, and until of late, men contemplated its 


Scale of duty and enterprise as through a glass darkly. 


country with Sabbath-schools. Other schemes remain 
to be devised. The next $tep should be definitely to 
undertake _ to supply our continent \instead of our 
n, with Sabbath-schools, with Bibles, with tracts 
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resolution should be jointly adopted by evangelical 
Christians in this'country and Europe, to supply the 
world. The first step was thought by many to be 
visionary; but, under God, it was accomplished. The 
others, though now they seem, to many, as idle - tales 
and they believe them not, would be as easy to Him 
who has the hearts of men in his hands; and though 
they would require more time and greater self-denial 
and devotion, they are all within the reach of sober 


calculation, and would only require Christians gener- 
ally to do as much as Some WS WSJ SPOT 997 are 


now doing. 
- Such, then, deing the acer and tendency of <a 
Sabbath-school system, how powerful, how universal 
are its claims upon us! Do we professto be patriots, 
and love the liberties of our country? Then let us 
aid the cause of Sabbath-schools, that the rising gene- 
ration of our land, and especially those who are under 
counter influences, may be well instructed in that 
republican book, the Bible ; that they may all learn 
from divine authority, that neither the pope nor any 
temporal ruler, but that Jesas Christ alone is the head 
of the church; that his Kingdom is not a temporal 
kingdom, and ought not be connected with the state. 
Are we philanthropists, and do we mourn over the 
miseries inflicted on our race by vice and immorality, 
by injustice and oppression, and, above all, by that 
mother of all evils, that advocate of all violence and 
oppression, that lasting obstacle to the reign of the 
Redeemer, war ? Then let us advocate Sabbath- 
schools to indoctrinate the nation with the principles 
of the Prince of peace, whose religion teaches good- 
will to men, teaches all to avoid every vice, to love 
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justice, and to do unto others as we would that they 
should do unto us. Do we cherish the hope of being 
Christians, then let our inmost souls be engaged in the 
cause of Sabbath-schools, as one of the most 8uccess- 
ful instrumentalities which God has owned for scatter- 
ing salvation throughout our land and our world; an 
instrumentality twice blessed, blessed in giving and 
blessed in receiving instruction; an instrumentality 
available by all, by the rich and the poor, the old and 
the young, by males and females, either as teachers 
or contributors of moral or pecuniary aid ;. an instru- 
mentality, finally, which bids fair to fill the church of 
Christ with faithful members, the heathen world with 
faithful missionaries, and heaven with blissful heirs of 
salvation. | 


THE END. 


forward to-an ocean whose ky is dark and lowering ; by whose-troubl& 
waves thousands haye been swallowed up; and through which nono has e- 
% ver escaped ; over its bogom tornpests neyer cease to blow, and peace nev- / 
a 2. '> 1/49 d-acy win disconsolate hearts of those-who are carried into Is. 
- You have not gone 89 far as t6'prevent Your return, but each day, © 
ch moment you are progressing nearer to your ruin» Why will-you 
agen Why seek your own'ruin? Why stiffen your neck 
' and harden your heart against the Almighty? Is it not enough that Christ 
has made an atohement for in? Will-you make- his sufferings of none . 
effect and endure for yourself the wrath of an offended God, the vengeance 
of eternal fire? Are the wages of gin 80 8weet, and the fruits of rightequs- | 
'ness 80 bitter, that you deliberately prefer the former. I beseech you, 
yield yourself no longer to the deceitfulness of sin, but break the spell 
"which has held you .bound for many years and surrender. yourself to the 
disposal of Christ your Saviour, who only has a 8overeign right to your af- 
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